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LUNASIN-CONTAINING COMPLEX AND
PURIFICATION OF LUNASIN FROM PLANTS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 61/260,064 filed Nov. 11, 2009, the
entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by this ref-
erence.

GOVERNMENT INTEREST

This invention was made with government support under
grant number W81XWH-09-2-0022 awarded by the United
States Army. The United States government has certain rights
in the invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The presently-disclosed subject matter relates to a method
of obtaining lunasin from plants. In particular, the presently-
disclosed subject matter relates to a method of producing the
lunasin-containing complex and/or lunasin by purifying
wild-type lunasin from plant material containing lunasin,
such as soybean material.

INTRODUCTION

Wild-type lunasin from soybean is a polypeptide having
43-44 amino acids with a C-terminal end of nine consecutive
aspartic acid residues derived from the post-translational pro-
cessing of a 2S albumin protein encoded by the Gm2S gene.
Lunasin was originally isolated from soybean but has been
reported to have been found in a variety of plant species at
relatively low levels.

Studies have demonstrated that lunasin can prevent the
transformation of mammalian cells by chemical carcinogens
or viral oncogenes. However, the initial published studies
indicated that lunasin has little effect on normal or established
cancer cell lines. Recent studies have shown that lunasin does
inhibit the proliferation of specific cancer cell lines. This
chemopreventive effect on cells undergoing a transformation
event is thought to be mediated by the binding of lunasin to
deacetylated core histones and/or exerting its effects via an
epigenetic mechanism that disrupts the normal dynamics of
histone acetylation-deacetylation.

Although the potential cancer-chemopreventive activity of
lunasin has been known for almost a decade, little progress
has been made to demonstrate clinical relevance because of
limitations on the ability to produce sufficient quantities of
lunasin at an effective cost to conduct large-scale animal
studies and human clinical trials.

Accordingly, there remains a need in the art for a cost-
effective method of producing lunasin on a larger scale than
via currently-available techniques.

SUMMARY

The presently-disclosed subject matter meets some or all of
the above-identified needs, as will become evident to those of
ordinary skill in the art after a study of information provided
in this document.

This Summary describes several embodiments of the pres-
ently-disclosed subject matter, and in many cases lists varia-
tions and permutations of these embodiments. This Summary
is merely exemplary of the numerous and varied embodi-
ments. Mention of one or more representative features of a
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given embodiment is likewise exemplary. Such an embodi-
ment can typically exist with or without the feature(s) men-
tioned; likewise, those features can be applied to other
embodiments of the presently-disclosed subject matter,
whether listed in this Summary or not. To avoid excessive
repetition, this Summary does not list or suggest all possible
combinations of such features.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a method
of purifying lunasin or a lunasin-containing complex pro-
duced in a plant, including (a) providing a plant material from
the plant; and (b) isolating the lunasin-containing complex
from the plant material; and/or releasing lunasin from the
lunasin-containing complex.

In some embodiments, the method also includes extracting
the plant material. In some embodiments, the plant material is
extracted using water or an aqueous solution. In some
embodiments, the plant material is extracted using PBS.

In some embodiments, the plant is a soybean plant. In some
embodiments, the plant material is a soy-based material con-
taining a lunasin-containing complex. In some embodiments,
the plant material is a soybean material obtained as a byprod-
uct of soybean processing. In some embodiments, the soy-
bean material is de-fatted soy flour or white flake. In some
embodiments, the plant material is a hydrated plant material
or an extracted plant material.

In some embodiments, releasing lunasin from the lunasin-
containing complex comprises contacting the plant material
with a reducing agent. In some embodiments, the reducing
agent is selected from: f-mercaptoethanol (BME), dithio-
threitol (DTT), tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine (TCEP), and
2-aminoethanethiol. In some embodiments, the reducing
agent is BME at a concentration of about 100 mM to about 1.5
M. In some embodiments, the reducing agent is DTT at con-
centration of about 1 mM to about 2 mM. In some embodi-
ments, the reducing agent is TCEP at a concentration of about
3 mM to about 100 mM.

In some embodiments, the method includes isolating the
lunasin-containing complex from the plant material, and
releasing lunasin from the lunasin-containing complex. In
some embodiments, isolating the lunasin-containing com-
plex comprises using a technique selected from a size-based
filtration technique; a charge-based filtration technique; a
hydrophobicity-based filtration technique; or a combination
thereof. In some embodiments, isolating the lunasin-contain-
ing complex comprises subjecting the plant material to ultra-
filtration and collecting the permeate. In some embodiments,
a 50 kD molecular-weight cutoff membrane is used for ultra-
filtration.

In some embodiments, the method also includes purifying
the released lunasin. In some embodiments, the lunasin is
purified using a technique selected from: a size-based filtra-
tion technique; a charge-based filtration technique; a hydro-
phobicity-based filtration technique; or a combination
thereof.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a kit for
puritying lunasin or a lunasin-containing complex produced
in a plant. In some embodiments, the kit includes an extrac-
tion solution; and a device useful for purifying and/or con-
centrating lunasin or the lunasin-containing complex, said
device selected from the group consisting of: a device for
performing size-based filtration; a device for performing
charge-based filtration; and a device for performing hydro-
phobicity-based filtration technique. In some embodiments,
the kit also includes a reducing agent.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a method
for treating a cancer or an inflammation-related disease,
including administering a composition that includes a
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polypeptide complex, comprising a lunasin polypeptide, and
a second polypeptide linked to the lunasin polypeptide by a
disulfide bridge. In some embodiments, the lunasin polypep-
tide comprises an amino acid sequence selected from the
group consisting of the sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 and the
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2. In some embodiments, the second
polypeptide comprises the sequence of SEQ ID NO: 3.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a kit for
use in the treatment of a cancer or an inflammation-related
disease, including a vial containing a purified polypeptide
complex, comprising a lunasin polypeptide, and a second
polypeptide linked to the lunasin polypeptide by a disulfide
bridge. In some embodiments, the kit also includes means for
administering the purified contents of the vial or vials.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a compo-
sition for treating a cancer or an inflammation-related disease
in a subject including: (a) a lunasin polypeptide and/or a
lunasin-containing complex; and (b) curcumin, wherein the
combination of the a lunasin polypeptide or lunasin-contain-
ing complex and the curcumin has a synergistic effect. The
presently-disclosed subject matter includes a method for
treating a cancer or an inflammation-related disease, com-
prising administering a composition including: (a) a lunasin
polypeptide and/or a lunasin-containing complex; and (b)
curcumin, wherein the combination of the a lunasin polypep-
tide or lunasin-containing complex and the curcumin has a
synergistic effect.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a kit
including a vial containing a purified lunasin polypeptide or
lunasin-containing complex, and curcumin; or packaged
together, a first vial containing a purified lunasin polypeptide
or lunasin-containing complex, and a second vial containing
curcumin. In some embodiments, the kit also includes means
for administering the purified contents of the vial or vials.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an image of a sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacry-
lamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) gel and a corre-
sponding immunoblot that characterizes a lunasin-containing
complex from which lunasin can be obtained by treatment
with a reducing agent.

FIG. 2 is an image of an SDS-PAGE gel where a purified
lunasin-containing complex was subjected to various concen-
trations of the reducing agents beta-mercaptoethanol (BME),
dithiothreitol (DTT), and tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine
(TCEP).

FIG. 3 compares the ability of soybean-derived lunasin and
a synthetic lunasin to bind to the human core histones H3 and
H4 in vitro.

FIG. 4 demonstrates the ability of soybean-derived lunasin
and the lunasin-containing complex to inhibit the growth of
specific cancer cell lines.

FIG. 5 includes mass spectra obtained after deconvolution
for samples comprised of the purified soybean-derived luna-
sin that demonstrates this peptide has the amino acid
sequence defined by SEQ ID NO: 2.

FIG. 6 includes mass spectra obtained after deconvolution
for samples including the lunasin-containing complex that
identify the peptides in the complex as those defined by SEQ
ID NO: 2 and SEQ ID NO: 3.

FIGS. 7A and 7B include the results of MTS cell prolit-
eration assays, using SK-BR-3 human breast cancer cells,
performed in the absence or presence of either synthetic luna-
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sin or purified soybean-derived lunasin in combination with
curcumin over a 1-3 day period.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEQUENCE
LISTING

SEQ ID NO: 1 is an amino acid sequence of a lunasin
polypeptide.

SEQ ID NO: 2 is an amino acid sequence of a unique
lunasin polypeptide of the presently-disclosed subject matter.

SEQ ID NO: 3 is an amino acid sequence of a second
polypeptide that is included in some embodiments with a
lunasin polypeptide, such as the lunasin polypeptide of SEQ
ID NO: 1 or SEQ ID NO: 2, to form a lunasin-containing
complex in which the lunasin polypeptide and the second
polypeptide are covalently bonded via disulfide bridges.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The details of one or more embodiments of the presently-
disclosed subject matter are set forth in this document. Modi-
fications to embodiments described in this document, and
other embodiments, will be evident to those of ordinary skill
in the art after a study of the information provided in this
document. The information provided in this document, and
particularly the specific details of the described exemplary
embodiments, is provided primarily for clearness of under-
standing and no unnecessary limitations are to be understood
therefrom. In case of conflict, the specification of this docu-
ment, including definitions, will control.

While the terms used herein are believed to be well under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art, definitions are set
forth to facilitate explanation of the presently-disclosed sub-
ject matter.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
by one of ordinary skill in the art to which the presently-
disclosed subject matter belongs. Although any methods,
devices, and materials similar or equivalent to those described
herein can be used in the practice or testing of the presently-
disclosed subject matter, representative methods, devices,
and materials are now described.

Following long-standing patent law convention, the terms
“a”, “an”, and “the” refer to “one or more” when used in this
application, including the claims. Thus, for example, refer-
enceto “acell” includes a plurality of such cells, and so forth.

Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers expressing quan-
tities of ingredients, properties such as reaction conditions,
and so forth used in the specification and claims are to be
understood as being modified in all instances by the term
“about”. Accordingly, unless indicated to the contrary, the
numerical parameters set forth in this specification and claims
are approximations that can vary depending upon the desired
properties sought to be obtained by the presently-disclosed
subject matter.

As used-herein, the term “about,” when referring to a value
or to an amount of mass, weight, time, volume, concentration
or percentage is meant to encompass variations of in some
embodiments +20%, in some embodiments £10%, in some
embodiments +5%, in some embodiments +1%, in some
embodiments +0.5%, and in some embodiments +0.1% from
the specified amount, as such variations are appropriate to
perform the disclosed method.

As used herein, ranges can be expressed as from “about”
one particular value, and/or to “about” another particular
value. It is also understood that there are a number of values
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disclosed herein, and that each value is also herein disclosed
as “about” that particular value in addition to the value itself.
For example, if the value “10” is disclosed, then “about 10” is
also disclosed. It is also understood that each unit between
two particular units are also disclosed. For example, if 10 and
15 are disclosed, then 11, 12, 13, and 14 are also disclosed.

The presently-disclosed subject matter is related to the
surprising discovery that most (e.g., about 80-90%) of the
lunasin found in plant material is covalently linked in a com-
plex with another protein (“lunasin-containing complex”),
while only a small portion of lunasin exists apart from the
lunasin-containing complex as free-lunasin. The presently-
disclosed subject matter is also related to the surprising dis-
covery that a reducing agent can be used to release the lunasin
from the lunasin-containing complex, allowing for a substan-
tial increase in yields of lunasin that can be purified from plant
material. Without wishing to be bound by theory, it is believed
that prior attempts to purify lunasin from plants were unable
to produce large yields because the attempts were directed
towards purification of free-lunasin, while the lunasin-con-
taining complex including most of the lunasin was discarded.
To the extent that prior attempts to purify lunasin from plants
had involved use of SDS-PAGE gels for identifying compo-
nents of protein extracts obtained from plant materials, the
lunasin-containing complex would have been disrupted
because the typical protocol for preparing a protein sample
for analysis by SDS-PAGE includes exposing the sample to a
reducing agent, e.g., beta-mercaptoethanol (BME). As such,
those who previously attempted to purify lunasin from plant
material would not have been aware of, nor would they have
sought to isolate, the lunasin-containing complex described
in this application from the plant material. Rather, the plant
extracts containing the lunasin-containing complex would
have been discarded, in favor of pursuing purification of the
free-lunasin found in the plant extract.

The presently-disclosed subject matter includes a method
for larger-scale purification of lunasin from a plant and a kit
for puritying lunasin from a plant. The purified lunasin can be
used, for example, in a composition useful for treating a
cancer or inflammation-related diseases. The presently-dis-
closed subject matter further includes a lunasin-containing
complex, and method for making the lunasin-containing
complex. The lunasin-containing complex is also biologi-
cally active and can have a greater activity than wild-type
lunasin. The presently-disclosed subject matter further
includes a kit including the lunasin-containing complex and
means for administering the lunasin-containing complex to a
subject. The presently-disclosed subject matter further
includes a method of treating a cancer or inflammation-re-
lated disease in a subject, including administration of the
lunasin-containing complex. The presently-disclosed subject
matter further includes a composition including lunasin and/
or lunasin-containing complex and curcumin, useful for treat-
ing a cancer or inflammation-related disease in a subject. The
presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a kit
including lunasin and/or lunasin-containing complex and
curcumin. The presently-disclosed subject matter further
includes a method of treating a cancer in a subject, including
administration of lunasin and/or lunasin-containing complex
and curcumin.

As used herein, lunasin refers to a wild-type lunasin that is
produced in a plant. In some embodiments, the plant is a
soybean plant (Glycine max). In some embodiments, the
lunasin is a polypeptide having 43-44 amino acids. In some
embodiments, the lunasin is a polypeptide having the
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 (S-K-W-Q-H-Q-Q-D-S-C-R-K-
Q-L-Q-G-V-N-L-T-P-C-E-K-H-I-M-E-K-1-Q-G-R-G-D-D-
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D-D-D-D-D-D-D). In some embodiments, the lunasin is a
polypeptide having the sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2 (S-K-W-
Q-H-Q-Q-D-S-C-R-K-Q-L-Q-G-V-N-L-T-P-C-E-K-H-I-M-
E-K-1-Q-G-R-G-D-D-D-D-D-D-D-D-D-N).  In  some
embodiments, the lunasin-containing complex or lunasin
complex is a protein complex containing two polypeptides.
For example, the first polypeptide can be a lunasin polypep-
tide having an amino acid sequence comprising the sequence
of either SEQ ID NO: 1 or SEQ ID NO: 2, and the second
polypeptide can have an amino acid sequence comprising the
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 3 (E-G-K-D-E-D-E-E-E-E-G-H-
M-Q-K-C-C-T-E-M-S-E-L-R-8-P-K-C-Q-C-K-A-L-Q-K-I-
M-E-N-Q-S-E-E-L-E-E-K-Q-K-K-K-M-E-K-E-L-I-N-L-A-
T-M-C-R-F-G-P-M-1-Q-C-D-L-S-8-D-D). The lunasin
polypeptide and the second polypeptide can be covalently
linked via disulfide bridges. In some embodiments, the luna-
sin polypeptide and the second polypeptide are covalently
linked by two disulfide bridges.

In some embodiments, a method for purifying lunasin from
a plant includes: providing a plant material from the plant;
and releasing lunasin from the lunasin-containing complex.
In some embodiments, a method for purifying lunasin or a
lunasin-containing complex from a plant includes: providing
a plant material from the plant; and isolating the lunasin-
containing complex from the plant material.

With regard to providing a plant material, in some embodi-
ments, the plant material is any part of the plant containing a
lunasin-containing complex. In some embodiments, the plant
material is any part of a soybean plant containing a lunasin-
containing complex. In some embodiments, the plant mate-
rial is any soy-based product containing a lunasin-containing
complex. In some embodiments, the plant material is a soy-
bean material obtained as a byproduct of soybean processing,
such as a byproduct of a process for making soybean oil, e.g.,
de-fatted soy flour (white flake), processed soy flour, soy
germ, etc. In some embodiments, the plant material is a
hydrated plant material or an extracted plant material. For
example, in some embodiments, the plant material has been
hydrated or extracted using water or a buffer such as PBS.

In embodiments wherein the plant material is not hydrated
or extracted, the method can further comprise extracting the
plant material. The extraction can be conducted, for example,
using water or another aqueous solution such as PBS. In some
embodiments, the extraction can be conducted for a time
sufficient to hydrate the plant material. In some embodiments,
the extraction can be conducted for about 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, or more hours.

With regard to releasing lunasin from the lunasin-contain-
ing complex, the plant material containing the lunasin com-
plex is contacted with a reducing agent. Any reducing agent
can be used. Examples include, but are not limited to: f-mer-
captoethanol (BME), dithiothreitol (DTT), tris(2-carboxy-
ethyl)phosphine (TCEP), and 2-aminoethanethiol. As will be
recognized by one skilled in the art upon studying this appli-
cation, the concentration of reducing agent that is used can
affect the efficiency with which lunasin is released from the
complex.

It will also be recognized that the concentration of the
reducing agent that is effective can vary depending, for
example, on the particular reducing agent that is selected. A
simple study can be conducted to select an effective concen-
tration of the selected reducing agent. For example, with
reference to the Examples herein below, samples of plant
material can be treated with various concentrations of the
selected reducing agent and compared with an untreated con-
trol sample to determine a concentration of reducing agent
that effectively releases lunasin from the complex.
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In some embodiments, BME is used at a concentration of
about 100 mM to about 1.5 M (about 0.7% to about 10%). In
some embodiments, BME is used at a concentration of about
0.1%, 0.2%, 0.3%, 0.4%, 0.5%, 0.6%, 0.7%, 0.8%, 0.9%, 1%,
2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, 10%, 11%, 12%, 13%,
14%, 15%, or a higher concentration.

In some embodiments DTT is used at concentration of
about 1 mM to about 2 mM. In some embodiments DTT is
used t a concentration of about 0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 0.6, 0.7, 0.8,
09,10,1.1,1.2,13,14,1.5,1.6,1.7,1.8,1.9,2.0,2.1,2.2,
2.5, 2.4, 2.5 mM, or a higher concentration.

In some embodiments, TCEP is used at a concentration of
about 3 mM to about 100 mM. In some embodiments, TCEP
is used at a concentration of about 0.1, 0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 0.6,
0.7,0.8,0.9,1,2,5,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40,
45,50, 75, 100 mM, or a higher concentration.

Lunasin can be released from the lunasin-containing com-
plex at any step in a purification scheme by using a reducing
agent. After the lunasin has been released from the lunasin-
containing complex, it can be purified using various methods
as described herein, as well as by other methods that may be
known or may become known to those skilled in the art.

In some embodiments, the method for purifying lunasin
from a plant includes: providing a plant material from the
plant; isolating a lunasin-containing complex from the plant
material; and releasing lunasin from the lunasin-containing
complex. In some embodiments, the lunasin-containing com-
plex is the desired end product, and can be purified and used
without treatment with a reducing agent.

Providing the plant material and releasing the lunasin can
be conducted as described herein above. With regard to iso-
lating the lunasin-containing complex, in some embodi-
ments, the lunasin complex can be isolated from the plant
material before the lunasin is released from the complex. In
some embodiments, the lunasin complex can be isolated after
the plant material has been hydrated and/or extracted, as
described herein above. In some embodiments, the lunasin
complex can be isolated by conducting a series of purification
steps, or purification and concentration steps. The purifica-
tion and/or concentration steps can include one or more of the
following techniques: ultrafiltration, size-exclusion chroma-
tography, or other size-based filtration techniques; ion-ex-
change chromatography or other charge-based filtration tech-
niques; and hydrophobic chromatography or other
hydrophobicity-based filtration techniques. In some embodi-
ments, the lunasin-containing complex the desired end-prod-
uct, and it can be purified upon isolation thereof.

In some embodiments, the plant material is extracted in
water or another aqueous solution; and the resulting extract is
clarified by passage through cheesecloth or Miracloth, or by
centrifugation. The clarified extract can be subjected to ultra-
filtration and the lunasin complex-containing permeate col-
lected. It is noted that in prior studies involving attempts to
purity lunasin from plant material, lower molecular weight
membranes have been used and the retentate, not the perme-
ate, has been collected for further processing. This prior strat-
egy is quite distinct from the embodiments of the presently
disclosed subject matter in which permeate is collected,
because the permeate is often discarded in this type of proce-
dure. In some embodiments, a 50 kD molecular-weight cutoff
membrane is used for ultrafiltration and the lunasin complex-
containing permeate collected. In some embodiments, a 40
kD molecular-weight cutoff membrane is used for ultrafiltra-
tion and the lunasin complex-containing permeate collected.
In some embodiments, a 30 kD molecular-weight cutoff
membrane is used for ultrafiltration and the lunasin complex-
containing permeate collected. In some embodiments, a 20
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kD or larger molecular-weight cutoff membrane is used. In
some embodiments, a membrane having a molecular-weight
cutoff that is larger than about 15 kD is used. In some embodi-
ments, a 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,27, 28, 29,
30,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40,41,42,43, 44,45, 46,
47, 48, 49, 50 kD or larger molecular-weight cutoff mem-
brane is used.

In some embodiments, the permeate can then be subjected
to ion-exchange chromatography (e.g., quaternary amino (Q)
column) to obtain more purified lunasin-containing complex.

In some embodiments, the ion-exchange column-purified
lunasin complex can be contacted with a reducing agent, as
described herein above.

In some embodiments, the clarified extract can be sub-
jected to ion-exchange chromatography (e.g., Q column) to
obtain a partially purified lunasin-containing complex. This
partially purified lunasin-containing complex can be sub-
jected to ultrafiltration as described herein above to obtain a
more purified lunasin-containing complex.

After the lunasin has been released from the lunasin-con-
taining complex, it can be purified using various methods as
described herein, as well as by other methods that may be
known or may become known to those skilled in the art. For
example, the released lunasin can be subjected purification
and/or concentration using techniques such as: ultrafiltration,
size-exclusion chromatography, or other size-based filtration
techniques; ion-exchange chromatography or other charge-
based filtration techniques; hydrophobic chromatography or
other hydrophobicity-based filtration techniques such as
reverse-phase chromatography; and other protein chromatog-
raphy methods known to those skilled in the art, to obtain a
highly purified lunasin protein.

In some embodiments, after the lunasin is released from the
lunasin complex using the reducing agent, it is passed through
a butyl hydrophobic chromatography column, and the flow
through containing unbound proteins including lunasin is
collected. In some embodiments, a concentration step can
then be performed. As will be recognized by those skilled in
the art, the concentration step can be performed, for example,
using a commercially-available membrane-based kits, using
a freeze-drying process, or by any other process known to
those skilled in the art. In some embodiments, reverse phase
chromatography can then be used to obtain a highly-purified
lunasin protein. For example, a Source 15RPC column (GE
Healthcare Life Sciences) could be used.

Asused herein, the terms “purifying,” “purify,” and “pure,”
when used in reference to a lunasin-containing complex and/
or a lunasin polypeptide refers to a lunasin-containing com-
plex and/or a lunasin polypeptide (or obtaining such) that is
substantially free of or includes reduced impurities. In some
embodiments, the term(s) refer to at least about 50%, 60%,
70%, 75%, 80%, 85%, 86%, 87%, 88%, 89%, 90%, 91%,
92%, 93%, 94%, 95%, 96%, 97%, 98%, or 99% pure. The
term “purified” is used to refer to a pure lunasin-containing
complex and/or lunasin polypeptide, as distinguished from a
composition that happens to include traces of the lunasin-
containing complex and/or lunasin polypeptide.

As used herein, the terms “isolating” or “isolate,” when
used in reference to a lunasin-containing complex and/or a
lunasin polypeptide refers to a separation of a lunasin-con-
taining complex and/or a lunasin polypeptide-containing
component of a plant material from other components of a
plant material. In this regard, isolating a lunasin-containing
complex and/or a lunasin polypeptide can include purifying
the lunasin-containing complex and/or the lunasin polypep-
tide, but is further inclusive of the separation of a lunasin-
containing complex and/or a lunasin polypeptide-containing
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component of a plant material from other components of a
plant material, wherein the result is not necessarily a pure
lunasin-containing complex and/or a lunasin polypeptide.

It is noted that the steps in the aforementioned embodi-
ments of the method for purifying lunasin from a plant need
not be performed in a particular order, and not all of the steps
described herein are necessary.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
kit for purifying lunasin or a lunasin-containing complex
from a plant. In some embodiments, the kit includes one or
more of the following components: instructions for puritying
lunasin from a plant; an extraction solution (e.g., water, PBS);
a reducing agent; a device useful for purifying and/or con-
centrating lunasin or a lunasin-containing complex, such as a
device useful for performing one of the following techniques:
ultrafiltration, size-exclusion chromatography, or other size-
based filtration technique; ion-exchange chromatography or
other charge-based filtration technique; and hydrophobic
chromatography or other hydrophobicity-based filtration
technique such as reverse phase chromatography. As will be
recognized by those skilled in the art, upon review of the
above-described methods for purifying lunasin or a lunasin-
containing complex from a plant, additional kit components
are apparent and are contemplated for inclusion in a kit in
accordance with the presently-disclosed subject matter.

In some embodiments, a composition is provided that
includes lunasin as purified in accordance with the presently-
disclosed methods. As will be understood by those skilled in
the art, formulations of a composition containing the lunasin
polypeptide can be provided for various types of delivery,
e.g., oral, nasal, topical, injectable, etc. Delivery to mucosal
sites, e.g., nasal delivery formulation, has benefits such as
increased uptake, and decreased amount of lunasin required
for efficacy, because it bypasses digestion, where as much as
95% of orally-administered lunasin can be degraded. The
lunasin polypeptide can be formulated as a topical gel/lotion
to prevent skin cancer. The lunasin polypeptide can be used as
an injectable agent. In some embodiments, the injectable
agent can be used as a prophylactic agent in individuals
acutely exposed to chemical carcinogens or radiation. It can
also be useful as an adjuvant treatment for children undergo-
ing chemo- or radiation-treatment for cancers when there is a
concern that the treatments may be mutagenic/carcinogenic.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
lunasin-containing complex comprising a lunasin polypep-
tide and a second polypeptide. In some embodiments, the
lunasin polypeptide comprises the sequence of either SEQ ID
NO: 1 (S-K-W-Q-H-Q-Q-D-S-C-R-K-Q-L-Q-G-V-N-L-T-
P-C-E-K-H-I-M-E-K-I-Q-G-R-G-D-D-D-D-D-D-D-D-D)
or SEQ ID NO: 2 (8-K-W-Q-H-Q-Q-D-S-C-R-K-Q-L-Q-G-
V-N-L-T-P-C-E-K-H-I-M-E-K-1-Q-G-R-G-D-D-D-D-D-D-
D-D-D-N). In some embodiments, the second polypeptide
comprises the sequence of SEQ ID NO: 3 (E-G-K-D-E-D-E-
E-E-E-G-H-M-Q-K-C-C-T-E-M-S-E-L-R-S-P-K-C-Q-C-
K-A-L-Q-K-I-M-E-N-Q-S-E-E-L-E-E-K-Q-K-K-K-M-E-
K-E-L-I-N-L-A-T-M-C-R-F-G-P-M-1-Q-C-D-L-S-S-D-D).
The lunasin polypeptide and the second polypeptide can be
covalently linked via disulfide bridges. In some embodi-
ments, the lunasin polypeptide and the second polypeptide
are covalently linked by two disulfide bridges.

When used herein with reference to the lunasin-containing
complex, the term “lunasin polypeptide” is inclusive of wild
type lunasin, including wild type lunasin from soybean and
other plants, as well as functional variants and functional
fragments thereof. For example, the lunasin polypeptide can
be a lunasin polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 1, a lunasin polypep-
tide of SEQ ID NO: 2, or a lunasin polypeptide as described
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in U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/254,788 filed
on Oct. 26, 2009, which is incorporated herein by this refer-
ence. When used herein with reference to the lunasin-con-
taining complex, the term “second polypeptide” is inclusive
of the polypeptide comprising SEQ ID NO: 3, as well as
functional variants and functional fragments thereof.

The term “fragment”, when used in reference to areference
polypeptide, refers to a polypeptide in which amino acid
residues are deleted as compared to the reference polypep-
tide, but where the remaining amino acid sequence is usually
identical to the corresponding positions in the reference
polypeptide. Such deletions can occur at the amino-terminus
or carboxy-terminus of the reference polypeptide, or alterna-
tively both. In some cases, such deletions can occur within the
reference polypeptide. Fragments typically are at least 17, 18,
19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32, 33,34, 35,
36,37, 38, 39, 40, 41, or 42 amino acids long.

A fragment can also be a “functional fragment,” in which
case the fragment retains some or all of the desired activity of
the reference polypeptide, or has enhanced activity relative to
the reference polypeptide. For example, in some embodi-
ments, a functional fragment of wild type lunasin can retain
some or all of the chemotherapeutic activity of the reference
polypeptide.

The term “variant” refers to an amino acid sequence that is
different from the reference polypeptide by one or more
amino acids, e.g., one or more amino acid substitutions. A
variant of a reference polypeptide also refers to a variant of a
fragment of the reference polypeptide, for example, a frag-
ment wherein one or more amino acid substitutions have been
made relative to the reference polypeptide. A variant can also
be a “functional variant,” in which the variant retains some or
all of the activity of the reference protein, or has enhanced
activity relative to the reference polypeptide. For example, a
functional variant of a wild type lunasin can retain some or all
of'the chemotherapeutic activity of the reference polypeptide.
The term functional variant does not include variants that lose
all chemotherapeutic activity or other desired activity of wild
type lunasin.

The term functional variant includes a functional variant of
a functional fragment of a reference polypeptide. The term
functional variant further includes conservatively substituted
variants. The term “conservatively substituted variant” refers
to a peptide comprising an amino acid residue sequence that
differs from a reference peptide by one or more conservative
amino acid substitution, and maintains some or all of the
activity of the reference peptide as described herein. A “con-
servative amino acid substitution” is a substitution of an
amino acid residue with a functionally similar residue.
Examples of conservative substitutions include the substitu-
tion of one non-polar (hydrophobic) residue such as isoleu-
cine, valine, leucine or methionine for another; the substitu-
tion of one charged or polar (hydrophilic) residue for another
such as between arginine and lysine, between glutamine and
asparagine, between threonine and serine; the substitution of
one basic residue such as lysine or arginine for another; or the
substitution of one acidic residue, such as aspartic acid or
glutamic acid for another; or the substitution of one aromatic
residue, such as phenylalanine, tyrosine, or tryptophan for
another. The phrase “conservatively substituted variant” also
includes peptides wherein a residue is replaced with a chemi-
cally derivatized residue, provided that the resulting peptide
maintains some or all of the activity of the reference peptide
as described herein.

In some embodiments, the complex of the composition can
be purified from a plant material, as described herein above.
The lunasin-containing complex can be isolated and purified
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from the plant material, without being treated with a reducing
agent to release the lunasin from the complex. In such
embodiments, the lunasin polypeptide typically comprises
the sequence of either SEQ IDNO: 1 or SEQ ID NO: 2 and the
second polypeptide typically comprises the sequence of SEQ
ID NO: 3.

As will be recognized by those of ordinary skill in the art,
desired embodiments of the lunasin-containing complex can
be made using well-known molecular biology techniques.

In some embodiments, the lunasin-containing complex can
be used as a nutriceutical additive. In some embodiments, the
lunasin-containing complex can be used for treating a cancer.
In some embodiments, the lunasin-containing complex can
be used for treating an inflammation-related disease.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
kit for purifying the lunasin-containing complex from a plant.
In some embodiments, the kit includes one or more of the
following components: instructions for purifying the lunasin-
containing complex from a plant; an extraction solution (e.g.,
water, PBS); a device useful for purifying and/or concentrat-
ing the lunasin-containing complex, such as a device useful
for performing one of the following techniques: ultrafiltra-
tion, size-exclusion chromatography, or other size-based fil-
tration technique; ion-exchange chromatography or other
charge-based filtration technique; and hydrophobic chroma-
tography or other hydrophobicity-based filtration technique.
As will be recognized by those skilled in the art, upon review
of the above-described methods for purifying lunasin or a
lunasin-containing complex from a plant, additional kit com-
ponents are apparent and are contemplated for inclusion in a
kit in accordance with the presently-disclosed subject matter.

In some embodiments, a composition is provided that
includes the lunasin-containing complex as purified in accor-
dance with the presently-disclosed methods or as made using
another technique, e.g., well-known molecular biology tech-
niques. As will be understood by those skilled in the art,
formulations of composition containing the lunasin-contain-
ing complex can be provided for various types of delivery,
e.g., oral, nasal, topical, injectable, etc. Delivery to mucosal
sites, e.g., nasal delivery formulation, has benefits such as
increased uptake, and decreased amount of the lunasin-con-
taining complex required for efficacy, because it bypasses
digestion, where as much as 95% of orally-administered com-
position can be degraded. The lunasin-containing complex
can be formulated as a topical gel/lotion to prevent skin can-
cer. The lunasin-containing complex can be used as an inject-
able agent. In some embodiments, the injectable agent can be
used as a prophylactic agent in individuals acutely exposed to
chemical carcinogens or radiation. It can also be useful as an
adjuvant treatment for children undergoing chemo- or radia-
tion-treatment for cancers when there is a concern that the
treatments may be mutagenic/carcinogenic.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
kit including a lunasin containing complex, for example,
contained in a vial or vessel. In some embodiments, the kit
can further include instructions for treatment of'a condition of
interest using the lunasin-containing complex. In some
embodiments, the kit can include means for administering the
lunasin-containing complex. As will be recognized by those
skilled in the art upon review of this application, means for
administration will be apparent depending on the desired
mode of administration. For example, for administration by
injection, a syringe could be included. For other examples, for
topical administration, a patch could be included; for oral
administration, a consumable liquid or container appropriate
for holding a consumable liquid could be included to aide the
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oral administration; for nasal delivery, a nasal spray device or
cotton swab could be included to aide the nasal-administra-
tion; etc.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
method for treating a cancer and/or treating an inflammation-
related disease using lunasin as purified by the methods
described herein, or a composition comprising lunasin and/or
a lunasin-containing complex. In some embodiments, the
method includes administering the composition comprising
the lunasin polypeptide and/or a lunasin-containing complex,
as described herein, to a subject in need thereof.

In some embodiments, a composition is provided that
includes: (a) a lunasin polypeptide and/or a lunasin-contain-
ing complex, as purified in accordance with the presently-
disclosed methods or as made using another technique, e.g.,
well-known molecular biology techniques; and (b) curcumin
(also known as (1E, 6E)-1,7-bis (4-hydroxy-3-methoxyphe-
nyl)-1,6-heptadiene-3,5-dione; diferuloylmethane, natural
yellow 3, and by other names). The combination of the luna-
sin polypeptide or lunasin-containing complex and the cur-
cumin has a synergistic effect, for example, a synergistic
effect on the treatment of'a cancer or an inflammation-related
disease, e.g., a synergistic antiproliferative effect on cancer
cells.

As used herein, “synergy” and “synergistic effect” can
refer to any substantial enhancement, in a composition of at
least two compounds, of a measurable effect, e.g., an anti-
cancer effect, when compared with the effect of a component
of the composition, e.g., one active compound alone, or the
complete blend of compounds minus at least one compound.
Synergy is a specific feature of a blend of compounds, and is
above any background level of enhancement that would be
due solely to, e.g., additive effects of any random combina-
tion of ingredients.

As will be understood by those skilled in the art, formula-
tions of a composition containing the lunasin polypeptide
and/or lunasin-containing complex and curcumin can be pro-
vided for various types of delivery, e.g., oral, nasal, topical,
injectable, etc. Delivery to mucosal sites, e.g., nasal delivery
formulation, has benefits such as increased uptake, and
decreased amount of the lunasin-containing complex
required for efficacy, because it bypasses digestion, where as
much as 95% of orally-administered composition can be
degraded. The composition can be formulated as a topical
gel/lotion to prevent skin cancer. The composition can be
used as an injectable agent. In some embodiments, the inject-
able agent can be used as a prophylactic agent in individuals
acutely exposed to chemical carcinogens or radiation. It can
also be useful as an adjuvant treatment for children undergo-
ing chemo- or radiation-treatment for cancers when there is a
concern that the treatments may be mutagenic/carcinogenic.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
kit including a lunasin polypeptide and/or lunasin containing
complex and curcumin, for example, contained in one or
more vials or vessels. In some embodiments, the kit can
include a vial containing a purified lunasin polypeptide or
lunasin-containing complex, and curcumin; or packaged
together, a first vial containing a purified lunasin polypeptide
or lunasin-containing complex, and a second vial containing
curcumin. In some embodiments, the kit can further include
instructions for treatment of a condition of interest using the
composition. In some embodiments, the kit can include
means for administering the composition. As will be recog-
nized by those skilled in the art upon review of this applica-
tion, means for administration will be apparent depending on
the desired mode of administration. For example, for admin-
istration by injection, a syringe could be included. For other
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examples, for topical administration, a patch could be
included; for oral administration, a consumable liquid or
container appropriate for holding a consumable liquid could
be included to aide the oral administration; for nasal delivery,
a nasal spray device or cotton swab could be included to aide
the nasal administration; etc.

The presently-disclosed subject matter further includes a
method for treating a cancer and/or treating an inflammation-
related disease using a composition including a lunasin
polypeptide and/or a lunasin-containing complex; and cur-
cumin, wherein the combination of the a lunasin polypeptide
or lunasin-containing complex and the curcumin has a syn-
ergistic effect. In some embodiments, the method includes
administering the composition to a subject in need thereof.
The term “cancer” refers to all types of cancer or neoplasm or
malignant tumors found in animals, including leukemias,
carcinomas, melanomas, and sarcomas. Examples of cancers
include cancers of the brain, bladder, breast, cervix, colon,
head and neck, kidney, lung, non-small cell lung, mesothe-
lioma, ovary, prostate, sarcoma, stomach, uterus and
Medulloblastoma.

By “leukemia” is meant broadly progressive, malignant
diseases of the blood-forming organs and is generally char-
acterized by a distorted proliferation and development of
leukocytes and their precursors in the blood and bone marrow.
Leukemia diseases include, for example, acute nonlympho-
cytic leukemia, chronic lymphocytic leukemia, acute granu-
locytic leukemia, chronic granulocytic leukemia, acute pro-
myelocytic leukemia, adult T-cell leukemia, aleukemic
leukemia, a leukocythemic leukemia, basophylic leukemia,
blast cell leukemia, bovine leukemia, chronic myelocytic leu-
kemia, leukemia cutis, embryonal leukemia, eosinophilic leu-
kemia, Gross leukemia, hairy-cell leukemia, hemoblastic leu-
kemia, hemocytoblastic leukemia, histiocytic leukemia, stem
cell leukemia, acute monocytic leukemia, leukopenic leuke-
mia, lymphatic leukemia, lymphoblastic leukemia, lympho-
cytic leukemia, lymphogenous leukemia, lymphoid leuke-
mia, lymphosarcoma cell leukemia, mast cell leukemia,
megakaryocyte leukemia, micromyeloblastic leukemia,
monocytic leukemia, myeloblasts leukemia, myelocytic leu-
kemia, myeloid granulocytic leukemia, myelomonocytic leu-
kemia, Naegeli leukemia, plasma cell leukemia, plasmacytic
leukemia, promyelocytic leukemia, Rieder cell leukemia,
Schilling’s leukemia, stem cell leukemia, subleukemic leu-
kemia, and undifferentiated cell leukemia.

The term “carcinoma” refers to a malignant new growth
made up of epithelial cells tending to infiltrate the surround-
ing tissues and give rise to metastases. Exemplary carcinomas
include, for example, acinar carcinoma, acinous carcinoma,
adenocystic carcinoma, adenoid cystic carcinoma, carcinoma
adenomatosum, carcinoma of adrenal cortex, alveolar carci-
noma, alveolar cell carcinoma, basal cell carcinoma, carci-
noma basocellulare, basaloid carcinoma, basosquamous cell
carcinoma, bronchioalveolar carcinoma, bronchiolar carci-
noma, bronchogenic carcinoma, cerebriform carcinoma, cho-
langiocellular carcinoma, chorionic carcinoma, colloid car-
cinoma, comedo carcinoma, corpus carcinoma, cribriform
carcinoma, carcinoma en cuirasse, carcinoma cutaneum,
cylindrical carcinoma, cylindrical cell carcinoma, duct carci-
noma, carcinoma durum, embryonal carcinoma, encephaloid
carcinoma, epiennoid carcinoma, carcinoma epitheliale
adenoides, exophytic carcinoma, carcinoma ex ulcere, carci-
noma fibrosum, gelatiniform carcinoma, gelatinous carci-
noma, giant cell carcinoma, carcinoma gigantocellulare,
glandular carcinoma, granulosa cell carcinoma, hair-matrix
carcinoma, hematoid carcinoma, hepatocellular carcinoma,
Hurthle cell carcinoma, hyaline carcinoma, hypemephroid
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carcinoma, infantile embryonal carcinoma, carcinoma in situ,
intraecpidermal  carcinoma, intraepithelial carcinoma,
Krompecher’s carcinoma, Kulchitzky-cell carcinoma, large-
cell carcinoma, lenticular carcinoma, carcinoma lenticulare,
lipomatous carcinoma, lymphoepithelial carcinoma, carci-
noma medullare, medullary carcinoma, melanotic carci-
noma, carcinoma molle, mucinous carcinoma, carcinoma
muciparum, carcinoma mucocellulare, mucoepidermoid car-
cinoma, carcinoma mucosum, mucous carcinoma, carcinoma
myxomatodes, naspharyngeal carcinoma, oat cell carcinoma,
carcinoma ossificans, osteoid carcinoma, papillary carci-
noma, periportal carcinoma, preinvasive carcinoma, prickle
cell carcinoma, pultaceous carcinoma, renal cell carcinoma
of kidney, reserve cell carcinoma, carcinoma sarcomatodes,
schneiderian carcinoma, scirrhous carcinoma, carcinoma
scroti, signet-ring cell carcinoma, carcinoma simplex, small-
cell carcinoma, solanoid carcinoma, spheroidal cell carci-
noma, spindle cell carcinoma, carcinoma spongiosum, squa-
mous carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, string
carcinoma, carcinoma telangiectaticum, carcinoma telang-
iectodes, transitional cell carcinoma, carcinoma tuberosum,
tuberous carcinoma, verrmcous carcinoma, and carcinoma
villosum.

The term “sarcoma” generally refers to a tumor which is
made up of a substance like the embryonic connective tissue
and is generally composed of closely packed cells embedded
in a fibrillar or homogeneous substance. Sarcomas include,
for example, chondrosarcoma, fibrosarcoma, lymphosar-
coma, melanosarcoma, myxosarcoma, osteosarcoma, Abem-
ethy’s sarcoma, adipose sarcoma, liposarcoma, alveolar soft
part sarcoma, ameloblastic sarcoma, botryoid sarcoma, chlo-
roma sarcoma, chorio carcinoma, embryonal sarcoma,
Wilns” tumor sarcoma, endometrial sarcoma, stromal sar-
coma, Ewing’s sarcoma, fascial sarcoma, fibroblastic sar-
coma, giant cell sarcoma, granulocytic sarcoma, Hodgkin’s
sarcoma, idiopathic multiple pigmented hemorrhagic sar-
coma, immunoblastic sarcoma of B cells, lymphomas (e.g.,
Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma), immunoblastic sarcoma of
T-cells, Jensen’s sarcoma, Kaposi’s sarcoma, Kupffer cell
sarcoma, angiosarcoma, leukosarcoma, malignant mesen-
chymoma sarcoma, parosteal sarcoma, reticulocytic sar-
coma, Rous sarcoma, serocystic sarcoma, synovial sarcoma,
and telangiectaltic sarcoma.

The term “melanoma™ is taken to mean a tumor arising
from the melanocyte system of the skin and other organs.
Melanomas include, for example, acral-lentiginous mela-
noma, amelanotic melanoma, benign juvenile melanoma,
Cloudman’s melanoma, S91 melanoma, Harding-Passey
melanoma, juvenile melanoma, lentigo maligna melanoma,
malignant melanoma, nodular melanoma subungal mela-
noma, and superficial spreading melanoma.

Additional cancers include, for example, Hodgkin’s Dis-
ease, multiple myeloma, neuroblastoma, breast cancer, ova-
rian cancer, lung cancer, rhabdomyosarcoma, primary throm-
bocytosis, primary macroglobulinemia, small-cell lung
tumors, primary brain tumors, stomach cancer, colon cancer,
malignant pancreatic insulanoma, malignant carcinoid, pre-
malignant skin lesions, testicular cancer, thyroid cancer, neu-
roblastoma, esophageal cancer, genitourinary tract cancer,
malignant hypercalcemia, cervical cancer, endometrial can-
cer, and adrenal cortical cancer.

As used herein, the term, “inflammation-related disease”
includes diseases or disorders which are caused, at least in
part, or exacerbated, by inflammation, which is generally
characterized by increased blood flow, edema, activation of
immune cells, (e.g., proliferation, cytokine production, or
enhanced phagocytosis), heat, redness, swelling, pain and/or
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loss of function in the affected tissue or organ. The cause of
inflammation can be due to physical damage, chemical sub-
stances, micro-organisms, tissue necrosis, cancer, or other
agents.

Inflammation-related diseases include acute inflamma-
tion-related diseases, chronic inflammation-related diseases,
and recurrent inflammation-related diseases. Acute inflam-
mation-related diseases, are generally of relatively short
duration, and last for from about a few minutes to about one
to two days, although they can last several weeks. Character-
istics of acute inflammation-related diseases include
increased blood flow, exudation of fluid and plasma proteins
(edema) and emigration of leukocytes, such as neutrophils.
Chronic inflammation-related diseases, generally, are of
longer duration, e.g., weeks to months to years or longer, and
are associated histologically with the presence of lympho-
cytes and macrophages and with proliferation of blood ves-
sels and connective tissue. Recurrent inflammation-related
diseases include disorders which recur after a period of time
or which have periodic episodes. Some inflammation-related
diseases fall within one or more categories. Inflammation-
related diseases may additionally include, but are not limited
to, diseases and disorders such as artherosclerosis, arthritis,
inflammation-promoted cancers, asthma, autoimmune uvei-
tis, adoptive immune response, dermatitis, multiple sclerosis,
diabetic complications, and inflammatory bowel disease.

Asused herein, the terms “treatment” or “treating” relate to
any treatment of a condition of interest (e.g., cancer and/or an
inflammation-related disease), including but not limited to
prophylactic treatment and therapeutic treatment. As such,
the terms treatment or treating include, but are not limited to:
preventing a condition of interest or the development of a
condition of interest; inhibiting the progression of a condition
of interest; arresting or preventing the development of a con-
dition of interest; reducing the severity of a condition of
interest; ameliorating or relieving symptoms associated with
a condition of interest; and causing a regression of the con-
dition of interest or one or more of the symptoms associated
with the condition of interest.

As used herein, the term “subject” refers to human and
other animal subjects. Thus, veterinary therapeutic uses are
provided in accordance with the presently disclosed subject
matter. For example, a prophylactic treatment is contem-
plated for animals that have a genetic susceptibility to devel-
oping specific cancers.

As such, the presently disclosed subject matter provides for
the treatment of mammals such as humans, as well as those
mammals of importance due to being endangered, such as
Siberian tigers; of economic importance, such as animals
raised on farms for consumption by humans; and/or animals
of social importance to humans, such as animals kept as pets
or in zoos. Examples of such animals include but are not
limited to: carnivores such as cats and dogs; swine; including
pigs, hogs, and wild boars; ruminants and/or ungulates such
as cattle, oxen, sheep, giraffes, deer, goats, bison, and camels;
and horses. Also provided is the treatment of birds, including
the treatment of those kinds of birds that are endangered
and/or kept in zoos, as well as fowl, and more particularly
domesticated fowl, i.e., poultry, such as turkeys, chickens,
ducks, geese, guinea fowl, and the like, as they are also of
economic importance to humans. Thus, also provided for is
the treatment of livestock, including, but not limited to,
domesticated swine, ruminants, ungulates, horses (including
race horses), poultry, and the like.

The presently-disclosed subject matter is further illustrated
by the following specific but non-limiting examples. The
following examples may include compilations of data that are
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representative of data gathered at various times during the
course of development and experimentation related to the
present invention.

Examples

Soybean plant material was provided, extracted using PBS,
filtered using a 50 kD MWCO membrane, and the collected
permeate was subjected to ion-exchange chromatography
using a quaternary amino (Q) column to obtain a protein-
containing fraction identified in these examples as the
“Q-pool.”

FIG. 1 includes the results of an analysis of the purified
lunasin-containing complex using non-reducing and reduc-
ing sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS) polyacrylamide gel elec-
trophoresis (PAGE). The lunasin-containing complex was
purified from soybean white flake using a combination of
extraction, clarification, anion-exchange chromatography
and ultrafiltration. Aliquots of the purified lunasin-containing
complex were subjected to SDS PAGE in the presence or
absence of the reducing agent beta-mercaptoethanol (BME).
Panel A includes a coomassie-stained SDS-PAGE gel and
Panel B includes a corresponding immunoblot probed with an
antibody specific for lunasin. Lanes 1 and 2 represent lunasin
(5.1 kDa) and lunasin-containing complex (14.1 kDa) respec-
tively under non-reducing conditions while lanes 3 and 4
represent the same under reducing conditions in the presence
of BME. Lane 4 shows that BME results in the release of free
lunasin (5.1 kDa) from the complex.

With reference to FIG. 1, aliquots of the Q-pool were
analyzed by SDS-PAGE, deviating from typical SDS-PAGE
sample preparation protocol in that one aliquot was not sub-
jected to treatment with any reducing agent, and the other
aliquots were subjected to pre-treatment with the reducing
agent, f-mercaptoethanol (BME). As illustrated in FIG. 1,
treatment with BME released lunasin from the complex, dem-
onstrating that lunasin can be released from the complex by
reducing disulfide bonds.

The use of reducing agents to release lunasin from a luna-
sin-containing complex was studied. Lunasin-containing
complex was purified from soybean white flake using a com-
bination of extraction, clarification, anion-exchange chroma-
tography and ultrafiltration. With reference to FIG. 2, aliquots
of a Q-pool were obtained as described above, and were
analyzed by SDS-PAGE. One aliquot was not subjected to
treatment with any reducing agent, and the other aliquots
were subjected to pre-treatment with BME in various concen-
trations ranging from 0.01% BME to 10% BME. Aliquots of
the purified lunasin-containing complex were treated with
various concentrations of the reducing agents: (Panel A) beta-
mercaptoethanol (BME), (Panel B) dithiothreitol (DTT), and
(Panel C) tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine (TCEP) for 1 hour
at room temperature. Treated samples were added to sample
loading buffer without BME and then subjected to SDS
PAGE and the proteins stained with coomasie.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, Panel A, even low concentrations
(e.g., about 0.7% or 100 mM) of BME released lunasin from
the lunasin-containing complex contained in the Q-pool.
Similarly, other aliquots of the Q-pool were treated with the
reducing agent, dithiothreitol (DTT), in various concentra-
tions ranging from 0.2 mM DTT to 2.0 mM DTT. As illus-
trated in FIG. 2, Panel B, treatment with even low concentra-
tions (e.g., about 1 mM) of DTT released lunasin from the
lunasin-containing complex contained in the Q-pool. Simi-
larly, aliquots of a Q-pool were obtained as described above in
this example were subjected to pre-treatment with the reduc-
ing agent, tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine (TCEP), in various
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concentrations ranging from 2.0 mM TCEP to 100 mM
TCEP. As illustrated in FIG. 2, Panel C, treatment with even
low concentrations (e.g., about 3 mM) of TCEP released
lunasin from the lunasin-containing complex contained in the
Q-pool. The results demonstrate that the lunasin present in the
lunasin-containing complex can be efficiently released by
treating with a variety of reducing agents. Specific conditions
that were found to be useful in the analysis include BME;
0.7%-10% (100 mM-1.43 M), DTT: 1 mM-2 mM, and TCEP:
3 mM-100 mM.

The ability of lunasin, purified from soybean white flake in
accordance with the presently-disclosed subject matter, to
bind the cores histones H3 and H4 was studied. Previous
studies suggest that one of the biological activities of lunasin
is to bind deacetylated core histones H3 and H4. To confirm
the biological activity of the lunasin purified from soybean
white flake using the methods in the subject matter disclosed
herein, an in vitro binding assay was used to assess binding to
the human H3 and H4 proteins.

Increasing amounts of histone 3.3 (hH3.3) and histone 4
(hH4) were bound to wells of a 9.6-well microtiter plate.
Different amounts of either synthetic lunasin or purified luna-
sin were added to the wells and allowed to bind. The concen-
tration of lunasin bound was determined using a polyclonal
antibody against lunasin and a horseradish peroxidase conju-
gated antibody that recognizes the lunasin antibody. Binding
was quantitated by measuring the absorbance at 450 nm.

With reference to FIG. 3, highly purified soybean-derived
lunasin was used in an in vitro histone binding assay to assess
this previously reported biological activity, as described
above. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the soybean-derived lunasin
specifically binds human histones H3 and H4 with an affinity
greater than that observed using a synthetic lunasin created by
peptide synthesis.

Soybean-derived lunasin bound to both H4 and H3 in a
dose dependent manner, with lunasin exhibiting a higher
affinity for H4 than for H3. Similarly, synthetic lunasin exhib-
ited more binding to H4 compared to H3, however the binding
was lower than observed using the soybean-derived lunasin.
These results show that lunasin preferentially binds to H4
over H3 and that the lunasin purified from soybean is biologi-
cally active and binds histones more eftectively than synthetic
lunasin comprised of SEQ ID NO: 1.

The ability of lunasin, purified from soybean white flake in
accordance with the presently-disclosed subject matter, to
inhibit the proliferation of specific cancer cell lines was stud-
ied. Recent studies have shown that lunasin and lunasin-
containing protein preparations can inhibit the proliferation
of several cancer cell lines in vitro. To further assess and
confirm the biological activity of lunasin and the lunasin-
containing complex, cell proliferation assays were conducted
with a panel of established cancer cell lines.

A panel of cancer cell lines was collected from colleagues
or purchased from the American Type Culture Collection.
Cells were grown in the appropriate medium and treated with
PBS (control), lunasin (30 or 100 uM), or the lunasin-con-
taining complex (10 or 30 uM) for 72 hours. Cell viability was
assessed using a standard [3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-y1)-5-(3-
carboxymethoxy-phenyl)-2-(4-sulfo-phenyl)-2H-tetrazo-
lium (MTS) assay. The data shown (FIG. 4) represent the
number of viable cells relative to the PBS-treated controls.
The human cell lines tested were: H661, non-small cell lung
cancer; H1299, non-small cell lung cancer; SKBR3, adeno-
carcinoma mammary gland origin; MDA-MB-231, adeno-
carcinoma, mammary gland origin; MCF-7, adenocarci-
noma, mammary gland origin; and HT-29, adenocarcinoma,
colon origin.
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With reference to FIG. 4, highly purified soybean-derived
lunasin was used in an in vitro cell proliferation assays to
assess the activity of lunasin against specific cancer cell lines.
As illustrated in FIG. 4, the soybean-derived lunasin exhib-
ited the ability to significantly inhibit the growth of H661
cells, with a minor effect on H1299 and MDA-MB-231 cells
over a3 day period. However, all cell lines tested thus far have
exhibited reduced proliferation when treated with the luna-
sin-containing complex, with the H661, H1299, and MDA-
MB-231 cells being the most sensitive.

The soybean-derived lunasin exhibited the ability to sig-
nificantly inhibit the growth of H661 cells, with a minor effect
on H1299 and MDA-MB-231 cells over a 3 day period. How-
ever, all cell lines tested thus far have exhibited reduced
proliferation when treated with the lunasin-containing com-
plex, with the H661, HI299, and MDA-MB-231 cells being
the most sensitive. These results reinforce previous observa-
tions that lunasin’s antiproliferative activity against cancer is
cell-line specific and indicate that the lunasin-containing
complex is more effective than the lunasin peptide alone.
These results also expand the number of cancer types that
may be sensitive to lunasin-based therapies.

The following MS methods were used in studies described
herein.

ESI-MS Analysis of Lunasin Complex: Purified lunasin
complex was desalted with 18 ZipTip (Millipore, Billerica,
Mass.) and ESI spectra of lunasin complex was obtained by
Orbitrap XL mass spectrometer (Thermo Scientific, San Jose,
Calif.) equipped with TriVersa NanoMate system (Advion
Biosciences, Ithaca, N.Y.). The MS spectra were deconvo-
Iuted with Xtract (Thermo Scientific, San Jose, Calif.). To
analyze subunits of lunasin complex, purified lunasin com-
plex was reduced with 5 mM dithiothreitol (DTT) at 70° C.
for 15 minutes, followed by alkylation with 15 mM iodoac-
etamide (IAA) at room temperature in the dark for 15 min.
Reduced lunasin complex samples, with or without further
alkylation, were desalted with C18 ZipTip and analyzed by
Orbitrap XL.

LC/MS/MS Analysis of Lunasin Subunits: Purified lunasin
subunits were desalted with PepClean C18 spin column
(Pierce, Rockford, I11.), reduced with DTT, alkylated with
TIAA, and incubated with sequencing grade modified trypsin
(Promega, Madison, Wis.) at 37° C. overnight. Incubation
was stopped by adding 5% formic acid to the samples and the
digests were loaded on to a Hypersil Gold C18 column and
separated by Accela HPLC system (Thermo Scientific, San
Jose, Calif.) with an acetonitrile and 0.1% formic acid gradi-
ent. The eluted peptides were directed to Orbitrap XL, mass
spectrometer and MS/MS spectra of the peptides were
acquired in data dependent scan mode.

With reference to FIG. 5, mass spectra were obtained after
deconvolution for samples of the highly purified soybean-
derived lunasin. Purified soybean-derived lunasin, obtained
in accordance with the presently-disclosed subject matter,
was desalted using a C18 spin column and analyzed before
(FIG. 5, Panel A) and after treatment with DTT alone (FIG. 5,
Panel B) or a combination of DTT and IAA (iodoacetamide,
FIG. 5, Panel C). MS spectra of the untreated sample indi-
cated that the protein has no disulfide bond and two Cys
residues. The monoisotopic mass of the protein is 5139.25,
which is 114.02 Da higher than the expected monoisotopic
mass of the published form of lunasin (5025.23, small peak in
the spectrum). The mass difference indicates that there might
be an additional Asn residue in the soybean-derived lunasin.
Additional peaks of combinations of +16 (Met oxidation),
+22 (Na), and +38 (K) were also detected.
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A sample treated with DTT and IAA was digested with
trypsin and analyzed by LC/MS/MS. Several peptides from
lunasin were detected. That confirmed that the protein is
related to lunasin but it did not distinguish whether there is an
additional Asn residue. According to soybean albumin pre-
cursor sequence, the additional Asn is likely at the C-terminus
of lunasin. LC/MS data was examined to identify the C-ter-
minus of the protein. C-terminus of lunasin (GD,, m/z
1111.28) was not found, instead a weak peak of m/z 1225.32
(matches with G DoN) was found. LC/MS/MS experiment
was set to specifically acquire MS/MS spectrum of the m/z
1225.32 peak. The MS/MS spectrum of m/z 1225.32 matched
perfectly with G DgN (Slide #4), which confirmed that there
is an additional Asn at C-terminus of the protein.

The data shown in FIG. 5 illustrate that the native molecu-
lar weight of this lunasin is 5139.25 m/z, which corresponds
to a lunasin polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2. These results
suggest that previously-reported studies have not identified
the predominant form of lunasin present in soybean, and
perhaps other plants.

With reference to FIG. 6, mass spectra were obtained after
deconvolution for samples including the lunasin-containing
complex. Panel A: Spectrum of purified lunasin complex
(most abundant isotopic peak at 14109.3 Da). The peak adja-
cent to lunasin complex (14207.3 Da) is the adduct peak of
lunasin complex with phosphoric acid (plus 98 Da). Panel B:
Spectrum of reduced lunasin complex. The most abundant
isotopic peaks shown in the spectrum are lunasin (5141.3 Da)
and soybean albumin long chain (8975.1 Da). Panel C: Spec-
trum of lunasin complex treated with DTT and IAA. The most
abundant peaks shown in the spectrum are lunasin (5256.3
Da) and soybean albumin long chain (9317.2 Da). The
monoisotopic peaks are 5139.28 Da and 5253.33 Da for luna-
sin and lunasin treated with DTT and IAA respectively. The
monoisotopic peaks of lunasin complex and soybean albumin
long chain were too low to be detected.

Since alkylation of each cysteine by IAA will increase
mass by 57 Da, mass shifts of the subunits (Panel C in FIG. X)
caused by alkylation of reduced subunits indicated that there
are 2 cysteine residues in lunasin (monoisotopic mass
increased by 114 Da after alkylation) and 6 cysteine residues
in soybean albumin long chain (most abundant mass
increased by 342.1 Da after alkylation).

The data of FIG. 6 show that the native molecular weight of
the non-reduced lunasin-containing complex included in the
samples is 14,109 m/z, which corresponds to a lunasin
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2 in complex with a second
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 3. The data included in the last
panel of FIG. 6 indicates the number of cysteine residues.
Without wishing to be bound by theory or mechanism, the
present inventors’ current analysis indicates that the lunasin-
containing complex is formed by two disulfide bridges,
involving both of the cysteine residues of the lunasin polypep-
tide and two of the six cysteine residues of the second
polypeptide.

Turning now to FIG. 7, a synergistic antiproliferative effect
of lunasin in combination with curcumin was surprisingly
and unexpectedly discovered. MTS cell proliferation assays
using SK-BR-3 human breast cancer cells were performed in
the absence or presence of either synthetic lunasin or purified
soybean-derived lunasin in combination with curcumin over
a 2-3 day period. SK-BR-3 cells, whose growth were unat-
fected by lunasin alone, were inhibited up to 98% when
combined with curcumin.

With reference to FIG. 7, synthetic lunasin and highly
purified soybean-derived lunasin were used in combination
with curcumin in an in vitro cell proliferation assays to assess
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the activity of lunasin against specific cancer cell lines. As
illustrated in FIG. 7, both the synthetic lunasin polypeptide
corresponding to SEQ ID NO: 1 and the highly purified
lunasin polypeptide corresponding to SEQ ID NO: 2 signifi-
cantly enhanced the antiproliferative effect of curcumin SK-
RB-3 breast cancer cells. These results indicate that combi-
nation therapies utilizing a combination of lunasin and
curcumin, are more effective in inhibiting cancer cell growth
compared to the either treatment alone.

Throughout this document, various references are men-
tioned. All such references are incorporated herein by refer-
ence, including the references set forth in the following list:
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It will be understood that various details of the presently

disclosed subject matter can be changed without departing

from the scope of the subject matter disclosed herein. Fur-
thermore, the foregoing description is for the purpose of
illustration only, and not for the purpose of limitation.

SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 3

<210> SEQ ID NO 1

<211> LENGTH: 43

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Glycine max

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

Ser Lys Trp Gln His Gln Gln Asp Ser Cys Arg Lys Gln Leu Gln Gly

1 5 10

15

Val Asn Leu Thr Pro Cys Glu Lys His Ile Met Glu Lys Ile Gln Gly

20 25

Arg Gly Asp Asp Asp Asp Asp Asp Asp Asp Asp
35 40

<210> SEQ ID NO 2

<211> LENGTH: 44

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Glycine max

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

30
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26

-continued

Ser Lys Trp Gln His Gln Gln

1 5 10
Glu His
25

Val Asn Leu Thr Pro Cys
20

Lys

Arg Gly Asp Asp Asp Asp
35

Asp Asp Asp

40

Asp Asp Asn

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 3
LENGTH: 77

TYPE: PRT
ORGANISM: Glycine max

<400> SEQUENCE: 3
Glu

5

Glu Glu Glu Glu

10

Glu Gly Lys Asp
1

Asp Gly His Met

Thr Glu Met

20

Glu Ser Pro Gln

25

Cys Ser Leu Arg Lys Cys

Leu Gln Lys Ile Met Glu Asn Gln Ser Glu Glu Leu Glu

35
Met

Glu Glu

55

Ile Leu Ala

60

Lys Lys Leu Asn Thr

50

Lys Lys

Phe
65

Met Ile Gln

70

Gly Pro Cys Asp Leu Ser Ser Asp

75

Asp

30

Gln
Cys
30

Glu

Met

Asp Ser Cys Arg Lys Gln Leu Gln Gly

15

Ile Met Glu Lys Ile Gln Gly

Lys Cys
15
Lys Ala

Lys Gln

Cys Arg

What is claimed is:
1. A method of purifying lunasin produced in a plant,
comprising:
(a) providing a plant material from the plant;
(b) isolating a lunasin-containing complex from the plant
material; and
(c) contacting the lunasin-containing complex with
another protein with a reducing agent, thereby releasing
lunasin from the lunasin-containing complex.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the plant is a soybean
plant.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the plant material is a
soy-based material containing a lunasin-containing complex.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the plant material is a
soybean material obtained as a byproduct of soybean process-
ing.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein the soybean material is
de-fatted soy flour or white flake.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the plant material is a
hydrated plant material or an extracted plant material.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising extracting the
plant material.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the plant material is
extracted using water or an aqueous solution.
9. The method of claim 7, wherein the plant material is
extracted using PBS.

30

35

40

45

50

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the reducing agent is
selected form: p-mercaptoethanol (BME), dithiothreitol
(DTT), tris(2-carboxyethyl)phosphine (TCEP), and 2-ami-
noethanethiol.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the reducing agent is
BME at a concentration of about 100 mM to about 1.5 M.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the reducing agent is
DTT at a concentration of about 1 mM to about 2 mM.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the reducing agent is
TCEP at a concentration of about 3 mM to about 100 mM.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising purifying
the released lunasin.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the lunasin is purified
using a technique selected from: a size-based filtration tech-
nique; a charge-based filtration technique; a hydrophobicity-
based filtration technique; or a combination thereof.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein isolating the lunasin-
containing complex comprises using a technique selected
from: a size-based filtration technique; a charge-based filtra-
tion technique; a hydrophobicity-based filtration technique;
or a combination thereof.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein isolating the lunasin-
containing complex comprises subjecting the plant material
to ultrafiltration and collecting the permeate.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein a 50 kD molecular-
weight cutoff membrane is used for ultrafiltration.
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